
To the parents/guardians of 8th grade students:  

 

If you received Ms. Clarkson’s most recent parent newsletter, you may have seen the announcement 
regarding the upcoming reading circle assignment, during which students will read either a memoir 
(first-hand account) or a work of historical fiction related to the Holocaust, and discuss their readings 
in a small group setting, in order to attain an enriched understanding of this moment in history. The 
reading circles will coincide with the whole group reading of the play, The Diary of Anne Frank, by 
Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett, an anchor text for 8th grade language arts read district-wide, as 
well as Mr. Bowman’s unit on WWII and the Holocaust.  

Starting the week of February 11th (next week) students will begin class with approximately 10 
minutes of independent reading time, during which they will read their chosen memoir/novel and 
work on a reading circle preparation sheet; the preparation sheet includes coming up with 3 
questions, 3 connections (text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world), 2 vocabulary words, 2 quotable 
moments, and 1 picture to share with their group. There will be five reading circle discussions and 
students will have about one week between each reading circle to read their allotted pages and 
complete their reading circle preparation sheet.  

*Please note: Students who are absent for independent reading must make up the missed 
reading, but they may not bring books home; this means students must make up the missed 
reading either during DSS or at home by accessing a PDF file online (if applicable). Students 
who are absent for a reading circle discussion may earn credit by participating in a discussion 
at the scheduled make-up time during DSS.  

This assignment will culminate in a final project illustrating their knowledge of their chosen 
memoir/novel. The project guidelines will be sent home before students begin reading and students 
should complete the project as they read, rather than wait until they have finished reading.  

Please understand that while students’ participation in this reading circle is crucial in attaining a 
deepened understanding of the Holocaust, many of the choices contain graphic or mature content due 
to the nature of the topic. It is important that before students select from the following list that 
you discuss their selection with them and that you select a memoir/novel that best suits your 
child. Please consider topic, page length, and Lexile level when making your selection. A student’s 
suggested Lexile range is 100 points below to 50 points above their current Lexile level. To calculate 
student’s weekly page requirement for a given book, divide the total page count by five (e.g. for 
Night, students’ weekly page requirement would be 23 pages). You may also use the website 
commonsensemedia.org for parental guidance and recommendations regarding whether the book 
selections are appropriate for your child.  

Note: The novels listed on the following page are provided by the teacher from the teacher’s 
class library or from the school library. The books with an asterisk (*) next to the title are only 
available in limited quantities. If you do not deem these novels appropriate, or your child 
wishes to read a different memoir/novel, you will be responsible for attaining it.  

 



Title, Author, 
and Genre 

Page 
Length 

Lexile 
Level  

Synopsis  

Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young 
Girl by Anne 
Frank (memoir) 

283 1020 In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-
year-old Jewish girl and her family fled their home in 
Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two 
years, until their whereabouts were betrayed to the 
Gestapo, the Franks and another family lived cloistered 
in the “Secret Annexe” of an old office building. Cut 
off from the outside world, they faced hunger, 
boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined 
quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and 
death. In her diary, Anne Frank recorded vivid 
impressions of her experiences during this period.  

Night by Elie 
Wiesel (memoir) 

116 590 Night-- A terrifying account of the Nazi death camp 
horror that turns a young Jewish boy into an agonized 
witness to the death of his family...the death of his 
innocence...and the death of his God. Penetrating and 
powerful, as personal as The Diary Of Anne Frank, 
Night awakens the shocking memory of evil at its 
absolute and carries with it the unforgettable message 
that this horror must never be allowed to happen again. 

*We Are 
Witnesses: Five 
Diaries of 
Teenagers Who 
Died in the 
Holocaust by 
Jacob Boas 
(memoir) 

208 970 David Rubinowicz, Yitzhak Rudashevski, Moshe 
Flinker, Eva Heyman, and Anne Frank were all 
teenagers during World War II. They lived in different 
parts of Europe. They had different lives. But they all 
had something in common: They were Jewish, and 
therefore, under Hitler's twisted rule, they were five of 
the six million men, women, and children sentenced to 
death. 

The Devil’s 
Arithmetic by 
Jane Yolen 
(historical 
fiction) 

176 730 This critically acclaimed novel by award-winning 
author Jane Yolen is now available in a beautifully 
designed new edition. Hannah dreads going to her 
family's Passover Seder—she’s tired of hearing her 
relatives talk about the past. But when she opens the 
front door to symbolically welcome the prophet Elijah, 
she's transported to a Polish village in the year 1942, 
where she becomes caught up in the tragedy of the 
time. “Readers will come away with a sense of tragic 
history that both disturbs and compels.” -- Booklist 

The Book Thief 
by Markus 
Zusak (historical 
fiction) 

560 730 Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak's 
groundbreaking new novel is the story of Liesel 
Meminger, a foster girl living outside of Munich. 
Liesel scratches out a meager existence for herself by 
stealing when she encounters something she can’t 
resist-books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen 



books with her neighbors during bombing raids as well 
as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement before 
he is marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable story 
about the ability of books to feed the soul. 

*The Berlin 
Boxing Club by 
Robert 
Sharenow 
(historical 
fiction) 

416 880 Sydney Taylor Award-winning novel Berlin Boxing 
Club is loosely inspired by the true story of boxer Max 
Schmeling's experiences following Kristallnacht. 
Publishers Weekly called it "a masterful historical 
novel" in a starred review.Karl Stern has never thought 
of himself as a Jew; after all, he's never even been in a 
synagogue. But the bullies at his school in Nazi-era 
Berlin don't care that Karl's family doesn't practice 
religion. Demoralized by their attacks against a 
heritage he doesn't accept as his own, Karl longs to 
prove his worth.Then Max Schmeling, champion boxer 
and German hero, makes a deal with Karl's father to 
give Karl boxing lessons. A skilled cartoonist, Karl has 
never had an interest in boxing, but now it seems like 
the perfect chance to reinvent himself. 

*Maus: My 
Father Bleeds 
History by Art 
Spiegelmen 
(graphic novel) 

160 N/A A story of a Jewish survivor of Hitler’s Europe and his 
son, a cartoonist who tries to come to terms with his 
father’s story and history itself. 

*A Bag of 
Marbles by 
Joseph Joffo 
(graphic novel) 

128 GN390  In 1941 in occupied Paris, brothers Maurice and Joseph 
play a last game of marbles before running home to 
their father's barbershop. This is the day that will 
change their lives forever. With the German occupation 
threatening their family's safety, the boys' parents 
decide Maurice and Joseph must disguise themselves 
and flee to their older brothers in the free zone. 
Surviving the long journey will take every scrap of 
ingenuity and courage they can muster. And if they 
hope to elude the Nazis, they must never, under any 
circumstances, admit to being Jewish. The boys travel 
by train, by ferry, and on foot, facing threats from 
strangers and receiving help from unexpected quarters. 
Along the way they must adapt to the unfamiliar world 
beyond their city and find a way to be true to 
themselves even as they conceal their identities. Based 
on an autobiographical novel by Joseph Joffo and 
adapted with the author's input, this true story offers a 
harrowing but inspiring glimpse of a childhood cut 
short. 

 

 



Parent Acknowledgment Form  

 

I grant permission for my child, _________________________, to read the following:  

First Choice: _____________________________________________________________ 

Second Choice: __________________________________________________________ 

(Please provide a second choice in case there are not enough copies; see book list for 
books that are only available in limited quantities) 

 

Check one:  

_______ I plan to acquire a personal copy of the book for my child to read.  

_______ I plan to have my child read a school copy of the book.  

 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the information provided about 
the Holocaust reading circle assignment, and that I have carefully considered all information 
regarding my child’s selected book including the topic, page length, Lexile Level, etc. 

  

Student Name: ____________________ Student Signature: ____________________ Date: ____ 

 

Parent Name: _____________________ Parent Signature: _____________________ Date: ____ 

 

Please return to Mrs. Wojciechowski no later than Friday, February 8, 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


